
y 1

FIFTH SECTION
TWELVE PAGES

THE

These arc the real sufferers in troubled Mexico. A typical poor and
ignorant peon and hit family.
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Emctctto dc la Garza, the writer of the
following article, is a Mexican lawyer of in-

ternational reputation and has held important
pnl lie offices. He is considered a man of
broad and temperate views and not com-

mitted to any faction. For twelve years he
a member of the Mexican Chamber of

Deputies, serving in all six terms. As a com-nitsiez- sr

of the Government of Mexico he
I ited the United States and China to study

monetary reforms. In view of his wide expe-

rience his views on the Mexican situation
shcrtd be of especial interest.

By EMETERIO DE LA GARZA.

l: thill nothing mil prevent war bet wren

111. mnl tin- - United Watec The situation
w ih confronts us Is the culmination of iUI

ir riots und of the mistaken of the Govern-

ment of thr United State.-"-.

A n.it ve of Mexico. I rcpicsent no party. class,

rr f irti.-'ii-
. I am ftee from personal rivalries

ridi-- ion.il Interests. My entire iolltlcal life has
it en K.von to the study of Mexico's arduous and
cxed .ufalrs, to the national uiul International

;r"l 'f Mexico ns n whole, a u country, aa a
Jt,ite ,r as a republic.

M.n I then dl.ciifs with the people of the United

Jiati, iv ciuuitl'jn as 1 sre it as a Mexican and as
one h- - now llvlnp on American soil?

M . ! In HilO was a peaceful and prosperous
ounm I In- - mlr.es were In bonanza, atfrlculture

tlourlsln l. industries were Krowin. railroads were

tnaklnir s.im', bunks were paylns dividends, houses,

oillces. i jlacea anil monuments were, being erected
hi evr city, foploin. crops of cereals filled our

.ranaruH ami everywhere were falllnK Mowers and
money.

festival; life was lightMe.,c. (,ty was a brllllnnt
nnd uiv, the decorated wtreets were crowded, so- -

ety 'm led Itself in balls and receptions, the stores
nil (1 o.it their stocks of Jewels, of I'arls gowns

ml in. nery to Mexican munificence. The press

vas ,i v mn, jioetB s.ms verses to the glory of Mex-- ..

oiatois lifted their voices In praise, phlloso-hrr- -

prclleted welfaie, scientists gnvc assurance
t material MiceeKs, A $22,OOO.uOO opera house wtus

nauBMrut.il and a J'jr.,000.000 Capitol was built.

T'if tioveinmem was laivvful and strons, the
"ren- - iry had n gold surplus, nil obligations were

in '.cf re in aitrlty and our bonds were cold at u

,ir. within our borders foreigners came and
'vent m safety and prosperity. Mexico Invited all

he woiid to the apotheosis of her Independence,

lip!is..'loiih irom every civilized nation joined with
er tv her marvellous achievements. It

i' ) rci;.J that a whole month should be set aflile
.r r ail lejoiclnc. and at the bead or this glorl- -

:i ixp.isition was I'orllrlo UI-jz- . the reace maker.
P months pass. As In the theatre the scene Is

.,! i hanged after a moment of darkness, ho In

, , The old and powerful government hnd

the giant Diaz was In exile In I'arls, at the
nt castle of ruapultepec little, spiritualistic

nr... half epileptic, half craxy, without malice or

is weak, amiable and Incompetent, was dlc- -

k .irdirs which i o would obey ami at whleh

ied. Illg n had shrunk so that they could
i v ho seen; poor nislgnltlcnnt fellows climbed

trees, like those of the Japanese gnr-i- -

ame ery small; word were cut In twain
. i .. as daggers. Hverythlnn mid everybody

' i . he lowered to the new level. Mlndi, cos- -

even meals had to le democratliied
i Mexico might appreclatn the taste, the

' i ie odor of a now democracy! Then enme

t 'i iiiki tiptcy, wholesale destruction and ruin.
V"it has happened; why and hiw did all this

n to lie? llefore I t ame to the United States I

-- ii coiiimlMonf-- by the central Government
r n there was government In Mexico to visit

poals of twenty. two Mexican suites and to

confer with their otllclals. They, one and nil. dis-

cussed with me the. necessities of our country and
the terms of permanent eaec and union. If any
one Is able. then, to speak of the conditions In Mex-

ico us seen by her people I feel that 1 am ipialitled.
Civil strife In Mexico Is not, then, really due to

the personal quarrels nnd the mistakes of those
men whose names we see every day In the news-
papers, though It may appear to be so on the sur-

face. The trouble Is greater and grows deeper. It
Is national In Its scope and ancient In Its origin.
The ersonal situation has nothing to do with it.

Revolution Is the result, not the cause, of our
misfortunes. The people of Mexico, like other peo-

ples, hue the tendency to personify with names of
men the factions In every conflict. The strife in
Mexico Is of class a?a!nst clnss, nnd whether or
not one man Is defeated or this town Is lost or that
won or whether or not ephemeral victories come,
has little to do with our troubles; that will not
help us nor restoie stable government and order to
Mexico.

Two opposite prlnc.ples are at war. Therefore
the pacification of Mexico cannot lie accomplished
at the mouth of cannon nor by the confiscation of
all property nor by the wronging of all women nor
by the firing squad for all men.

The situation In Mexico y Is such that It

cannot be righted except by the passage of agra-
rian laws. Revolution and counter revolutions can-
not Improve the State any more than fevers can
strengthen the body. Not until the small agricul-
turist hns his opportunity to make n living by get-
ting land and the economic conditions are thus Im-

proved enn there ever be peace and order, nor can
the difficulties between Mexico nnd the United
States bo resolved.

The trouble with Mexico, then, Is a lnnd problem.
Twelve millions of agrarian Indians are deprived'
of homesteads In their own territory. Hence an
intense financial crisis, hence official corruption,
whether hy Constitutionalist or by Clentlflco graft-
ers. It mutters not. Here we have economical tyr-
annylow wages, little 'Work. I defy nnybody to
form a government and to pacify a country of
paupers dying of hunger, thirst and exposure. I
defy anybody to do away with poverty without
dividing the land and chunglng economic condi-
tions.

Do you suppose that the men now living the Ir-

responsible lives of soldiers on two pesos a dny.
with rifles and horses at their disposal, drinking
and looting, winning what they call honors mid
glory, with no law to obey and no authority to re-

spect and no limitations to their daring, will re-

turn to a peonage system which Is worse than
slavery to work for llfty ccntavos a day?

Tho trouble, then, Is not of men but of conditions.
It Is the culmination of errors, religious, (Killtlcal,
social and financial. We .Mexicans cannot remedy
these conditions hy fighting either among ourselves
or with a foreign country. We can go on lighting
for the next twenty-flv- o years In Mexico; we may
continue to waste blood and treasure ami when all
Is over we shall have the same problem to solve.
Therefore, whether Villa be dead or alive, whether
Obregon bo loyal or not, whether Carranza ho In
Mexico city or out of It, whether Zapata le pro or
untl American, whether the army
proceed to the east or the wet- - such local ami
personal mutters cannot help us to the solution.

Let us consider that In a population of ln.ooo.OHO

in Mexico ut least X5 per cent, are Indians and that
half are Illiterate uud with scint or no real Infor.
milt Ion about the situation. They know little ex-

cept the statements which nie spread abroad by
demagogues. 1 believe that In their hearts W9 per
cent, of the population of Mexico and !! per cent,
of the people of the United .States do not wunt war.
There Is no reason for war between the United
States und Mexico. Such was not tho case In 1847,
Then Texns, a great und rich Stale, hud been segre-gate- d

from Mexico und annexed to the United
States, Such a large territory could not b passed
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oxer without, struggle. But now we ate pushed
Into war by the acts and the doings of bandits, of
rascals and cilminals whom the people of .Mexico

have never accepted as their anil
whom they havo always rejected as such. The
people of Mexico have never by nny uullioilty or
vote or election given the right lo such miscreants
lo act for them.

Cynical us may sound to say It, comical as
might be and tragic too- - these men havo no status
and no authority except that given to them by
the United States when It recognized them as con-

stituting de facto government. havo read the
history of tho world anil have found no cam
either before the christian era or after Christ In

which any nation ever recognized an army as
government tin army of looters, of wild animals,
of followers, an army with no laws,
no constitution, no congiess, no courts, no e,

no Hag!
am sorry thul now there seems nothing else

to do but to pay the penalty for the continuous
blunders In the Mexican Munition which have fol-

lowed closely upon one another ever since Presi-

dent Wilson took the oath of ofllce. To prove my
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statement would call attention to what I wrote
In letter to Mr. Wilson as far buck as l!l3. May

iioto from It as follows:
"Your Excellency will be kind enough to per-

mit me to say that I ho people of the United States
should not be surprised by nor alarmed over the
present conditions In Mexico, since they nnd wo

foresaw them years ago. During the lust live
years of the ex -- President's rule there was but
one question here uud there, concerning Mexico
'After , Diaz. What?' Wo all knew and predicted
that something would follow the

of (Ion, Diaz.
"II could not be otherwise after vigorous

personal government of thirty-liv- e yeara. Trouble
had to come. That which now occurs; In my coun-

try is natural cnutcticnco of Diaz's long und
absolute dictatorship. Alt prepared for these dis-

turbances. Diplomatic agents, commercial agents,
everybody Interested In Mexico reported to their
friends and principals that some great und sud-

den change would then occur.
"You may safely rely upon the Inborn national

pride and patriotism of Mexico nnd we hope that
you may wistly aid us with your good will und
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'Types of Mexican fighters, soldiers or bandits, depending on the political
status of their leader at the time.
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national support. There is room for neither sur-

prise nor alarm. Really the lAuierlcan people,
whom I regard us the most fair uml Jim of pen.
ides, should not listen to or encourage these Mex-

icans, who, misguided or mlslnfot ined, nie ltd to

forget their duty to their (lovernment ami their
country, and who, regardless rf the havoc they
have done nnd nre doing, we cordially invito to

return to their alii glance nnd unite for the best
good of Mexico."

In this letter I laid special stress upon the long

recognized agrarian problems and the fact that a
new Department of Agriculture had been es-

tablished for the wry purpose of solving that
problem. A Kink designed for the ptirpo.-- c of

promoting agriculture had been established and
the time I wrote It was engaged In buying up

large-tract- of land and dividing them Into small

parcels and selling them to the working people on

wry easy terms, with exemption from all taxes.

Whatever may have been the faults of the llu-ert- u

regime. It was certainly a strong government.
Oen. Huerta had SO.nno troop under arms and was

control of twenty-liv- e out of twenty-s'eve- n

States. The United States landed It- - forces at

Vera Cruz, eventually overthrew the go eminent
Huerta and bullded nothing In Its ste.id.

At that time Currnnza was at Sonor.i, with no

money, no followers, no chance In the world. The

Administration blockaded Huerta iKlltlcnlly. finan-

cially and morally and day by day It helped Car-ranz- a.

The attitude of the United States toward
Mexico has been destructive rather than construc-

tive. It overthrew n government and then with-

drew.
I would not shift the responsibility upon this na-

tion; but how much better It would have been if In

the days of our distress, when the United States
saw us sinking Into oceans of Mood, Into .in abyss

of anarchy. It should have offered to us the co-

operation of n bigger and a wiser brother. If. then,

the problems of Mexico are brought on by Igno-

rance, by economic blunders, by religious fanati-

cism, how much better would It haw been for the

United States to have Into Mexico Instead of

rltles and ammunition the book nnd the Itlblc to

have planted In our midst instead of the mllitar

tent the school house and sent to us teachers In-

stead of soldiers.
However, as I see It now, there Is nothing to pre-ve-

war between this country and Mexico, There

seem no Issues by which to avoid a struggle. Those

with whom the United States Is dealing do not

represent the Mexican people. You cannot exiwc.t

an Indian to cooperate with you in catching er

Indian; one cannot expect a dog to catch

another dog, a wolf to take a wolf.

Stories lire spread among Ignorant followers that
It will be possible to capture the cities of tho

United States und to possess Its territory. One

must bear in mind that where millions cannot even

reail the newspaper nnd tho .book thoy can have no

Idea of the power of such n nation as Is the United

States.
And suppose, now that the United States Inter-

venes, that America ii forces take Mexico. Nothing
can le done to restore peace and glvo order but to

correct those abuses which have been growing all

these years. Economic reforms must come or it

will be the same story all over again, The agricul-

tural resources of Mexico must bo recognized and
the people must have their opportunity to de-

velop them.
Mexico has always been considered u silver pro-

ducing country, 1 venture to ussert, howmer,
that If huJf the capital hitherto Invested in the
exploitation of mineral resources had been used
for the development of nurlculturo she wouWI ho
moro prosperous und more peaceful Hum she Is

Whut has been accomplished In the South,
lOast und West of tho United States may lie suc-

cessfully done In tho vast lauds of Mexico.
Any Government which may bo established in

Mexico, whether organized by tho Moxlcana xheui- -
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selves, as I hope or bs the I uitrd mates, will
haw to tacMo that problem - the fir i ait of Its
administration DWappo:ntuient t oiible coulil
b avoided by the immediate ad"p:i n ol agr:ir.li
refoi ins.

If a decent i lovernment be est.ibllhi.Ml In Mexico,
peace be assuied ami economic con :ilion be Hindu
as faxorable as they aie I'lsewhoie. immigrants will
rush to Mexican ports ami a new nn will begin.

Aft'ir the European war hi ow there will be so
much poverty und mlserv on the old that
the stricken peoples will . ... iking t,,r new hiudum
Which to settle The will be gal I In llW 111 Mi.Xi'9
if she can offer to them a to w ii Mexliun,
lallhy. gixiil ami prospei n- - eiiizeii. sin !i as im
migration ha, eicittcil m the A'Leiitice ami In th
United States. The pi opto w o would mine froia
foreign lands, be ... lining W'th the Mexican
and by Intel marriage. would be a f ti tiii- for im
prnwtnciu. Therefore. I would the bi'oad
of Mexico divided, but without titl.-- i atlmi. and I
would see .Unci lean nnd lliirope.in Immigration
shale out mnrwlloiis wciltlt.

Of cour.--e Mexico niii- -t he tlii.tn. e. anew In
order to coine out of In r pi i. cut s'.v The eco-

nomic coiid iimis ore inmost Impeb and would ho
entirely so if (. did not have tiuih in the almost
liie.xlinn-tibl- .. wealth of ihe ioaiiti Years of
continued ciiil .strife, wtli the iue i; paralysis
of all produrtlw resources, the emlui.ttmn of men
and iiioiie ; the grit , xpeti-- n nf nine! cut factional
armies and their war supplies; the wholi destruc-
tive methods of warfare have i I unions, Theio
is no specie or metallic money In circulation. Uven
the familiar copper cents have disappeared.

The thiee principal fai tlmis. those ut Cirranza,
Villa ami Zap-it- mhhc small bands of aimed men,
liilhoad". tramways, fiuioips, department stores
and even individuals Ii.mc ii- -i d paper currency
which Is leeched at varying i,ih- - ,.f exchange,
which are sometime- - as much as i'.'i or .aj to 1, unci
are even as high as 200 to I.

Uach facllou as It gains control of territory de-
clares the currency issued by other tact ons coun-
terfeit and void nnd eiifotces the (irculaiton of Its
own paper. My robbery and motiev lending the
poor iia-s- es me exploited. No taxes are paid, icnts)
cannot he collected, the sale of pn pcity to for-
eigners Is prohibited. V are on the eve of a
chronic famine and a Mate of tianl.rnptiy, Tho
agony is piolongcd by fresh of paper money
and Curnnza cannot tlud any leinedv hut the pun.
Ishmcnt of his enemies and the death penalty for
business traitors.

Indians und peon- -, the middle i es and tho
upper classes o--s well, are starving, while tho "pa-
triots" oh, those noble patriots who ivam nothing-bu- t

the democratic welfare and the happiness of
the people, "the people that mint lie saved from
themselves"--ar- e enriching thcm-ol- v s rapidly;
they loot every city and conlls. ato ever kind of
property; they e.xelnngo the loot for y()d, which
they export and deposit in Amcriiati banks to

the fiituie, that day when they will tho fioin
Mexico, to an easy and luxurious Hie ahmad.

Such are the conditions In my tlisticsj-ei- l country.
Coriio what may, and whatever the United States
may do, the Ills nf the body politic In Mexico must
be cured before peace will re.--l like a tioui-o- n upon
us. All my lite have longed to see political, eco-
nomic and social leform.s Introduced Into 'Mexico
without bloodshed, without violence, without ct

to the paramount rights of mankind. re

Madero camo Into ixihtleal nctivitv, oven while
Diaz wius omnipotent. I wrote a book on this sub-
ject which no publisher dared print for fear of the
Covernnieiit. I had 1,000 copies miincogr,iph.p( Und
distributed among my friends.

I am willing to do all In my powe to cut ry out
those principles In which I so earnest! believe, but
not through death, devastation and. uii.it is mmo,
lo-- s of nationality. I am not In favor or anarchy
In politics, of atheism in religion, of i.inUruptoy In
finance, of isolation in patriotism, ot death to rs

and damnation to the outside world. The
murders and the outrages which have cotno havu
been carried on solely throniih hatred in a savage
war In which there Is no respect for age, sex, llfo
or proper! a wur against cihv izaiioti, progress
and luauklud, with no object or result but to re-
establish barbarism,

Uvea now, when ouo Ihiiwh not what the day
may bring forth or when peace ivill come again to
our .borders, I look forward to thai nun when .Mex-
ico nnd the United Si. lies may better know each
other. Nature hue placed the two lands side by
side ami they should ever dwell together In acrord.
It Is my hopo thut the two peoples will learn tc
understand each other In tho Ioiik years to coins,


